STATEMENT
C40 Chair and Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, Condemns
Burning of Amazon Rainforest as “Crime Against Humanity.”
Paris, France (23 August 2019) — Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris and Chair of C40
Cities, issued the following statement today:
“The lungs of our shared planet are on fire. The Amazon rainforest is one of the most
important common goods of humanity, and it is being burnt because of the
irresponsible behaviour of a small number of international politicians and corporate
executives.
The greed of these so-called leaders will impact all of humanity by accelerating the
global climate crisis. Inevitably it will be those that benefit least from the proceeds of
this illegal activity that will bear the greatest impact of our rapidly heating world. This
includes the direct threat posed to indigenous communities in the amazon Basin, as
well as the elderly, vulnerable and youngest citizens of the world’s cities who will
suffer most from climate related disasters in the years ahead.
Fires burning in the Amazon are a crime against humanity and those responsible must
be held accountable. Judges in jurisdictions around the world must be empowered
to bring anyone found guilty of destroying the common goods of humanity to justice.
That includes those political leaders whose inaction or neglect allows a culture of
environmental degradation to flourish.
As mayors of more than 50 of the world’s leading cities prepare to gather in
Copenhagen for the C40 World Mayors Summit in October, I will be sure to work on
it with my fellow city leaders.
Just as the international community is quick to respond in the aftermath of
humanitarian disasters, from earthquakes to outbreaks of deadly viruses, there must
be a similar mobilization of resources to protect the Amazon. I am calling for an
urgent international meeting under the aegis of the UN to take all the measures,
actions and sanctions necessary to stop this humanitarian disaster. The human body
cannot survive without healthy lungs, and our shared planet is no different. For
climate justice; for the most vulnerable members of our societies; for the future we
want, we must act now.”
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About C40 Cities:

C40 Cities connects 94 of the world’s greatest cities to take bold climate action,
leading the way towards a healthier and more sustainable future. Representing
700+ million citizens and one quarter of the global economy, mayors of the C40
cities are committed to delivering on the most ambitious goals of the Paris
Agreement at the local level, as well as to cleaning the air we breathe. The current
chair of C40 is Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo; and three-term Mayor of New York City
Michael R. Bloomberg serves as President of the Board. C40’s work is made possible
by our three strategic funders: Bloomberg Philanthropies, Children’s Investment
Fund Foundation (CIFF), and Realdania.
To learn more about the work of C40 and our cities, please visit our website, or
follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn.
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